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Webex Functions

Chat

Turn camera on/off Participants

Raising and lowering hand

Mute/unmute Leave meeting

Put headphones in ☺

Put your line on mute 

Problems with bandwidth?
• Quit other applications
• Turn off your camera
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Quick Poll

Press in the circle to 
click the answer you 
want to give

Press submit 
when you have 
answered all the  
questions
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Agenda

• Introductions and welcome FOCM Treasurer 

• Apologies – Anna Chopping

• Review and approval of previous minutes & consideration of Matters Arising – Anna Chopping

• Presentation – FOCM Annual Report and Status Update – FOCM Chair

• Adoption of Accounts – FOCM Treasurer

• Launch of 200 club – FOCM Treasurer

• Election/Re-election of Committee members – Jan Bradburn

• Other business – FOCM Chair

• Importance of Carrington Moss Survey

• Next Steps (CPC/FOCM Transport Strategy, GMSF timetable, Air Quality Workshop, other news)

Opening Presentations from:

Stuart Fraser
Recording Expert

for Greater Manchester’s 

Ecology Unit 

James Walsh
the Mancunian Birder

Author of the

“Greater Manchester Birding City Region”
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Carrington Moss – Big 5 Species

Water VoleWillow Tit

Sphagnum Moss Black Darter
Dragonfly

Northern Lapwing

Photo credentials acknowledgement

BTO, Wildlife Trusts, James Walsh, Karen Worsley, 

Ian Leach, BritishDragonflies.org.uk

Help us create our big 5 birds, mammals, plants and insects for Carrington Moss 

Please share your sightings

https://friendsofcarringtonmoss.com/
mailto:friendsofcarringtonmoss@gmail.com


Friends of Carrington Moss AGM

Have many of you recorded? First and foremost – enjoy and appreciate nature

Mental/physical health & wellbeing, simplicity in modern world – Lockdown proved

Why Record?

Anyone contribute to UK conservation - Local Records Centre and Recording Schemes

GMLRC formed 2008 to support GMEU work & NERC 2006 Biodiversity Action Plans

Organisations manage reserves for all species, track if/how changes improve biodiversity

GMEU > SBI sites & advise councils on protected species affected by Development

Build picture of wildlife/habitat health across UK (/globally), influence Government policy

NOT just experts!

Questions?

Biological Recording – Why?



Friends of Carrington Moss AGM

What to record?

Formal process begun by museums, wider since 1960s & 70s (BTO, BRC schemes/societies)

➢ Name (verification if req’d)

➢ Date

➢ Species identified

➢ Location found (ideally an 8-figure Grid Ref)

➢ Optional info: abundance, sex, life stage, other comments  (weather, habitat, behaviour etc)

Protected Species

Key habitat representatives: Badger, water vole, GCnewt, otter, bats. Sch1 birds (BO,PE,HY,K,LR,BI,BX)

Other Carrington ecosystem species – esp breeding birds (farmland nesting, waders winter)

BAP/S41 priority species: hare, hedgehog, toad, CB,CK,CU,RB,SK,TS,Y,YW                      Questions?

Also sphagnum (peat), dragonflies, butterflies/moths, pollinators – biodiversity & habitat indicators

Biological Recording – What?



Friends of Carrington Moss AGM

Biological Recording – How?

How to Record

• SWIFT Online www.gmwildlife.org.uk/wildlife_recording/

Key data
Who: You 

When: Date

Wildlife data 
Species ID & 
notable info 

(sex, life stage, 
behaviour)

Key data: Where? 
Grid Ref (click map)

Any extra 
comments 

(habitat/setting?) 
& click ‘Add’

Also…

• Take photos and upload to iRecord or iNaturalist (ID help)

• Advice: Contact me/GMLRC  info@gmwildlife.org.uk or Questions? 
www.facebook.com/greatermanchesterlocalrecordcentre/

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank


From Plan A to PLAN BEE

JAMES WALSH  @MancunianBirder
mancunianbirder.wordpress.com  

YouTube: Mancunian Birder

Presentation for the 
AGM of Friends of 
Carrington Moss

Wednesday 26th

August 2020 

CARRINGTON MOSS 
– THE MASAI MARA           

OF THE NORTH  

THE KEY BIRDS OF 
CARRINGTON MOSS 

PLAN BEE 

https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/19/from-plan-a-to-plan-bee/
https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/19/carrington-moss-the-masai-mara-of-the-north/
https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/19/key-bird-species-of-carrington-moss/


James Walsh aka The Mancunian Birder 

• Young Ornithologist of the Year 1985 (aged 8)
• Lived in Trafford for 30 years 
• Qualified Eco-Tour Guide (Australia)
* Qualified Ecologist (University of Salford)
* Author of the books
• “Fruitful Futures: Imagining Pomona”
• “The Birds of Salford Docklands”
• “The Northern Greenhouse – A New Vision of the North”
• “The Big 400 – A Personal Journey to 400 UK Bird Species” 
• “Greater Manchester Birding City Region” 
• “Birding Oldham“
* Promoter for the Manchester Festival of Nature 



Manchester Carnival of Nature – 1st June 2019

Friends of Carrington Moss marched in Manchester city centre with 500 people on a Carnival of Nature 



Greater Manchester Birding City Region Project

GMBCR Project started in March 2018 as a pledge to the Mayors Greater Manchester Green Summit at Manchester Central 

GMBCR Project has selected a “Perfect Ten” bird species to represent the Greater Manchester boroughs  

https://youtu.be/PzTxso-2KGo


The Greater Manchester Mosslands
- an internationally important habitat 

https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/19/carrington-moss-the-masai-mara-of-the-north/


Carrington Moss, The Masai Mara of the North

• The Salford Mosses (Barton, Chat, Irlam, Cadishead & Little Woolden) are 
known as “The Serengeti of the North” 

• Dave Steel, the Birdman of the Mosses, first coined this phrase, as he 
understands how important the mosslands are for ecology on an 
international level, it is “our Serengeti”

• This makes Carrington Moss “The Masai Mara of the North”  

• Eco-Tourism is a potential new industry in Greater Manchester 

• African Eco-Tourism started with culture change and “The Big Five”

• Being creative and innovative is the way to win campaigns and promote

https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/19/carrington-moss-the-masai-mara-of-the-north/


KEY BIRD SPECIES OF CARRINGTON MOSS 
• GMBCR Project reinforce the importance of recording wildlife 

• The most important bird species to record: 

• Northern Lapwing 

• Grey Partridge 

• Barn Owl 

• Skylark

• Yellow Wagtail

• Willow Tit

• Tree Sparrow

• Yellowhammer

• Reed Bunting

• Corn Bunting 
NORTHERN LAPWING – THE BIRD OF TRAFFORD

https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/19/key-bird-species-of-carrington-moss/


Wildlife on Carrington Moss 

Barn Owl on the mossesWhinchat on the mosses

Water Vole on the mosses

https://youtu.be/TROi-Cj2ar4
https://youtu.be/cuFnFiZ2oUE
https://youtu.be/sViJFFM6y5w


The GOLD and the BEAUTIFUL 

• THE GOLD – Golden Plover

• THE BEAUTIFUL - Northern Lapwing

• The stars of the film “Natural Beauty of the Mosses”

• These species connect the mosses and the moorlands 

The Greater Manchester Perfect Ten

https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/24/the-gold-and-the-beautiful/
https://youtu.be/PzTxso-2KGo


Group discussion – THE BIG FIVE 

• Selecting a “Big Five” species is an innovative marketing technique 
to promote the wildlife and environment of a site. 

* During this meeting we are going to try and select a “Big Five” for 
birds, mammals, flora and insects. What species do you think best 
represent Carrington Moss ? What species do you see most of ? 

• THE BIG FIVE BIRDS 

• THE BIG FIVE MAMMALS

• THE BIG FIVE FLORA

• THE BIG FIVE INSECTS 



PLAN BEE – because Plan A isn’t working! 

• The UN Decade of Ecosystem Restoration 2021-2030

• We really have to start doing things differently – not just say it! 

• VINNIE 

• V = Vision

• I = Investment

• N = Nature 

• N = Nurture 

• I = Infrastructure 

• E = Enterprise 



PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE – PLAN BEE 

MANCHESTER FESTIVAL OF NATURE, HEATON PARK, MANCHESTER, SUNDAY 27th JUNE 2021 

https://mancunianbirder.wordpress.com/2020/08/25/gmbcr-project-phase-4-planning-for-the-future/


Any questions ?

• Email: northerngreenhouse@gmail.com

• Twitter: @MancunianBirder  

How did you get on selecting 

• The Big Five Birds 

• The Big Five Mammals 

• The Big Five Flora 

• The Big Five Insects 

about:blank
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Agenda

• Introductions and welcome FOCM Treasurer 

• Apologies – Anna Chopping

• Review and approval of previous minutes & consideration of Matters Arising – Anna Chopping

• Presentation – FOCM Annual Report and Status Update – FOCM Chair

• Adoption of Accounts – FOCM Treasurer

• Launch of 200 club – FOCM Treasurer

• Election/Re-election of Committee members – Jan Bradburn

• Other business – FOCM Chair

• Importance of Carrington Moss Survey

• Next Steps (CPC/FOCM Transport Strategy, GMSF timetable, Air Quality Workshop, other news)

Opening Presentations from:

Stuart Fraser
Recording Expert

for Greater Manchester’s 

Ecology Unit 

James Walsh
the Mancunian Birder

Author of the

“Greater Manchester Birding City Region”
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Friends of 
Carrington 
Moss

2019/2020 Annual Report
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FOCM Aims – Current Status

Aim Status

Engaging with the community (both on-line and in person) and acting as their voice for issues relating to 

Carrington Moss

Increasing community involvement in decisions relating to the future of Carrington Moss

Assisting in the preservation and restoration of Carrington Moss and to encourage developments that are 

appropriate

Relationship building with organisations with an interest in the future of Carrington Moss

Encouraging, enabling and promoting physical activity & community activities across all routes in the area 

and progressing claims for public rights of way

Promoting social responsibility and increasing community enjoyment of Carrington Moss

Undertaking and promoting activities which protect and enhance the ecological value of Carrington Moss

Working in partnership with the landowners of Carrington Moss and TMBC to ensure Carrington Moss is 

managed and maintained to a high standard

Raising funds to achieve the above aims

https://friendsofcarringtonmoss.com/
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Supporting Greater Manchester’s Clean Air Campaign

FOCM webpage - Air Quality Monitoring

https://friendsofcarringtonmoss.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W_LlqyOEL1w
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FOCM Finance Report

• Continued to build our funds to 

support awareness raising initiatives 

throughout the year

• Successful application to the National 

Lottery Community Fund - to support 

our community activities

• Large donation ring-fenced towards 

any legal expenses we may need to 

fund

TOTALS

General 

fund

AQM 

fund

Legal 

Fund

Community 

Fund

Opening Bank Balance at August 1, 2019 848          848          -          -       -              

Income

Grants 3,000       3,000          

Donations 2,637       367          270          2,000   -              

Other fundraising 249          249          

Total 5,886       616          270          2,000   3,000          

Expenditure

Printing, Publicity & Community Events 451          370          -          -       81               

Air quality monitors 766          131          270          365             

Recording equipment 149          -           -          -       149             

Bank charges and fees (net of interest earned) 3              3              -          -       -              

Total 1,369       504          270          -       595             

Net income/ Expenditure 4,517       112          -          2,000   2,405          

Closing Bank Balance at July 31, 2020 5,365       960          -          2,000   2,405          

FRIENDS OF CARRINGTON MOSS

Treasurers Report

31 July 2020
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Launch of 
FOCM 200 Club

• To support our fundraising for specialist 
expertise, such as environmental experts or 
legal advice

• Just £2.00 per month (annual payments accepted)

• 45% of takings will be given in prize money

• Note: Over 16s only, one month free entry for annual 
payments received, limited to 2 entries per household, 
flexible approach to making prize-money available
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Election/Re-election of Committee Members

Chair Marj Powner

Treasurer Barbara Blaber

Secretary Anna Chopping

Schools Liaison Lorraine Eagling

FOCM Webmaster Karen Worsley

Community Engagement Valerie Hughes

Researcher Charlotte Starkey

SME - Horse Riders Mary Lennon

Once a Committee 

member has been 

nominated and 

seconded, please 

confirm in the poll on 

your screen whether 

you agree with the 

appointment
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Other Business
Importance of Carrington Moss Survey

Carrington Parish Council/Friends of Carrington Moss Transport Strategy for Carrington

Air Quality Workshop

GMSF Final Consultation

Government Consultations on Planning
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Importance of Carrington Moss

58%
34%

8%

How do you use the Moss?

Walk

Cycle

Horseride

1%

24%

19%

23%

33%

Do you use Carrington Moss frequently?

No, never

Yes, about once a week

Yes, every day

Yes, once a month (or less frequently)

Yes, twice or more a week

Almost 350 people have responded to our survey
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What is so important about Carrington Moss?

Other reasons why Carrington Moss is important

Addresses climate emergency, peatmoss, carbon capture, 15

Place of natural beauty, peaceful, sanctuary 8

Very important local green space 5

Archaeology, historical value, heritage asset 4

Safe place for children and dogs 3

Stargazing, art, inspiration and other community activities 3

No need for a car 2

Prevents local flooding 2

Educational 2

Supporting residents with stress or mental health challenges 1

Farms and local food supply 1

Total 46

20% 19% 19%

18%

20%

3%

0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

Birds/Wildlife Trees/Habitats Walking, Cycling
and Horseriding

Routes

Open Space, near
my house

Health and
wellbeing
benefits

Other

What is important about Carrington Moss
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Carrington Parish Council &

Friends of Carrington Moss

Check out the document on our website, complete our short survey
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Air Quality Workshop

Agenda will include:
• Introductions and welcome
• Keynote address: The impact of high air pollution (SH)
• Break Out 1: Design principles to support Trafford’s Master Plan
• Review of current air quality on and around Carrington Moss (PB)
• Break Out 2: Consideration of potential opportunities to improve 

air quality and potential challenges which may increase pollution
• Key actions and next steps

Invitees:
• FOCM
• Carrington Parish Council
• Air Quality Experts
• Local residents

Invitees:
• Trafford officers
• Landowners
• Specialist Groups
• Local schools

This is Part 1 of the FOCM Risk Workshop
Other Risks to be covered:
• Flooding
• COMAH Zones

18th September 2020
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GMSF Timetable 
(Joint Development Plan Document)

Publication Phase (September to December 2020/early 2021):

• Evidence to support the plan will be collected by end of July 2020

• Districts will be asked to formally approve the plan in September/October 2020

• Local Authorities Executive & Full Council approval - October/November 2020

• Representations are invited via an 8 week consultation starting in November 2020

Submission Phase (Summer 2021):

• Post-consultation report prepared 

• Joint draft DPD submitted to the Secretary of State in June 2021, along with any 

Representations received

• Considered at the Examination in Public (timetable to be confirmed)

• If major new issues arise there would need to be further consultation

• Plan ready for adoption in 2022

Positively 
Prepared

Justified

Effective

Consistent with 
National Policy

The plan must be:

SGMGB are requesting 12 weeks
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Government Consultation on Planning

The Planning for the Future white paper published in August 2020, setting out the Government's 

proposals for "once in a generation" reform of England's planning system, has proved controversial

Planning for the Future Consultation ends 29th October 2020

For the Reforms:

• Unelected Government 

Advisers

• Developers

• Housebuilders

Critics include:

• Royal Town Planning Institute

• Town & Country Planning Association

• Local Government Association

• Campaign to Protect Rural England

• Institute of British Architects

• Shelter

Changes to the Current Planning System Consultation ends 1st October 2020

Source: https://lichfields.uk/media/6080/govt-planning-reform-tables-aug20-3.jpg

To be considered

Across the consultations:

• Community consultation/resident 

input

• Environmental concerns/clean air

• Permitted Development Rights

• Developer Contributions

• Social Housing

• Road building

The next algorithm 

disaster?

Note: Other Consultations:

• Transparency & Competition (land 

ownership and control) - launched

• Environmental assessment and 

mitigation within the planning system –

to be launched

• England Peatlands Strategy – to be 

launched)
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